
January 28, 2021

The Marion County Council held its regular meeting, and conference call due to
COVID-19 on Thursday, January 28, 2021, at 7:00 P.M. in the Marion County Council
Chambers, Administration Building, Marion, South Carolina. Members present were
Chairman John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Elista H. Smith, Vice-Chairperson; Councilman Thomas
E. Shaw. Councilman, Councilman Robin Turner, G. Timothy Harper, Administrator;
and Councilman Milton W. Troy, II were on the conference call. Also present were
Charles L. McLain, III, County Attorney, Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council. A
representative from the Star & Enterprise was not present and duly notified.

Absent: Councilman Allen W. Floyd and Councilman Oscar Foxworth.

Chairman Atkinson called the meeting to order and lead the Invocation, after which he
welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of Information Announcement.

Motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman Turner, and
carried unanimously, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 12,
2021.

Chairman Atkinson stated for the record that he had a written proxy from Councilman
Allen W. Floyd voting in favor of all matters.

The County Attorney stated that there is a pending resolution. Chairman Atkinson made
a motion to adopt a resolution for Mr. Buddy Collins for his dedication and years of
service to the Marion County Council. The motion was seconded by Vice-Chairperson
Smith and carried unanimously.

The County Attorney told Council that item A and B first readings for ordinances listed
on the agenda as follows were ready: A. First Reading of Ordinance #2021-01 An
Ordinance Authorizing the Conveyance of a portion of County Property located off
Highway 917 in Marion County shown and designated as Tract 742 containing 5.97
Acres on Exhibit A Attached Hereto and made a part Hereof, and Further Being a
portion of Marion County Tax Parcel Number 079-00-00-090-000 to the South Carolina
Department of Transportation for I-73, To Authorize the County Council Chairman or
County Administrator to Execute such Deed, or the Ratification Thereof, and to
Authorize All Other Matters Related Thereto; B. First Reading of Ordinance #2021-02
An Ordinance to Amend the Agreement for the Development of a Joint Industrial and
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Business Park Dated July 21, 2011, by and between Marion and Florence Counties so as
to Enlarge the Park (Projects Jigsaw, Maly, Splash).

The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; First Reading of
Ordinance #2021-01 An Ordinance Authorizing the Conveyance of a portion of County
Property located off Highway 917 in Marion County shown and designated as Tract 742
containing 5.97 Acres on Exhibit A Attached Hereto and made a part Hereof, and
Further Being a portion of Marion County Tax Parcel Number 079-00-00-090-000 to the
South Carolina Department of Transportation for I-73, To Authorize the County Council
Chairman or County Administrator to Execute such Deed, or the Ratification Thereof,
and to Authorize All Other Matters Related Thereto was ready. The County Attorney
introduced the title of the ordinance and stated that this constitutes first reading of
Ordinance #2021-01.

The County Attorney told Council that item B. on the agenda; First Reading of
Ordinance #2021-02 An Ordinance to Amend the Agreement for the Development of a
Joint Industrial and Business Park Dated July 21, 2011, by and between Marion and
Florence Counties so as to Enlarge the Park (Projects Jigsaw, Maly, Splash). The County
Attorney introduced the title of the ordinance and stated that this constitutes first reading
of Ordinance #2021-02.

There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2.

The County Attorney had nothing to report.
.
The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper told Council
that bids came in above what was budgeted for the Detention Center expansion. He
reported that work on the Britton’s Neck Training Ground is continuing. Mr. Harper
told Council that he met with the library director Ms. Holly Evans about the library
expansion.

The Administrator updated Council on Disaster Preparedness. Mr. Harper told Council
that he met with the hospital CEO. He stated that they are looking into holding a large
vaccine drive-thru at the Florence Center. Mr. Harper reported that the Upper Savannah
Region received a Federal Grant to train EMTs and Paramedics. He stated that the Upper
Savannah workforce development staff recently learned there is a shortage of EMTs and
paramedics in the region. This is a four-year grant applied jointly with the Pee Dee
Regional Council of Governments in Florence. The Pee Dee grant is focused more on
careers leading to nursing and is hospital-based. Mr. Harper also stated that a 1.2 million
grant through the Pee Dee Regional Council of Governments will be divided between
several counties to be used for COVID-19.

The Administrator asked Council’s approval on a one-year extension for reassessment.
Mr. Harper stated that he would contact the South Carolina Department of Revenue to
request a one-year delay. Motion was made by Councilman Shaw, seconded by
Vice-Chairperson Smith, and carried unanimously.
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The Administrator asked Council’s approval to contact the State on work with the County
on redistricting. Motion was made by Councilman Troy, seconded by Vice-Chairperson
Smith, and carried unanimously.

The Administrator provided Council information about the Retiree Service Recognition.
Mr. Harper told Council that each retiree will be recognized according to their years of
service. The Administrator recommended that the policy be included in the employee’s
handbook. Motion was made by Councilman Shaw, seconded by Councilman Turner, and
carried unanimously.

The Administrator told Council that HMRA has requested assistance from the County to
repair the fountain in the County square. The estimated cost is $5,000. He stated that
HMRA has raised $3,000 and is asking the City of Marion and the County for $1,000
each. Motion was made by Councilman Troy, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and
carried unanimously.

The Administrator told Council that DHEC has requested to use the front of the Old
Administration building to assist with paperwork etc. pertaining to COVID-19. Mr.
Harper also told Council that a potential prospect is interested in purchasing the building.
He asked Council’s permission to allow DHEC to use the building. Motion was made by
Vice-Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman Turner. Councilman Shaw had some
concerns about the COVID-19 testing process and the number of days an individual has
to be quarantined. Mr. Harper told Council that the County is following the CDC and
DHEC guidelines. Vice Chairperson Smith asked Mr. Harper to check with other
counties to see if they had a policy in place for COVID-19. She wanted to make sure that
every employee is covered. Mr. Harper stated that each employee has received the
guidelines regarding COVID-19. After a lengthy discussion by members of Council. The
County Attorney wanted to modify the motion regarding the request from DHEC to use
the Old Administration building to say that the County is granted DHEC a license which
is a contractual matter that is terminable on the will of the County within a 10-day notice.
Vice-Chairperson Smith amended her motion and Councilman Turner amended his
second to reflect the changes. The motion carried.

The Administrator asked Council’s approval for the Pee Dee Regional Council of
Governments to perform a five year Capital Improvement Plan. Motion was made by
Councilman Troy, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously.

Vice-Chairperson Smith recommended that the Administrator and Ms. Katherine Bell
check with other counties to find out if they had any add-ons policies to the DHEC policy
in regards to COVID-19.

Motion was made by Councilman Shaw seconded by Vice-Chairperson Smith that
employee’s out with COVID-19 to get retested with a negative result before returning to
work. The motion carried.
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Vice-Chairperson Smith wanted to know the status of improving the parking lot. Mr.
Harper stated that the County is waiting on the approval from USDA Rural Development
Grant.

Councilman Troy wanted to recognize MUSC for a well-organized system administering
the COVID-19 vaccine.

Councilman Shaw asked the Administrator and Senator Williams to look into Capp’s
Corner Road & Oliver Road. Senator Williams told Councilman Shaw that Oliver Road
has been reported to Mr. Dall Black.

Councilman Turner thanked the County for picking up the trash on the roads and
cleaning out the ditches.

Motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and
carried unanimously, to go into executive session for (2) legal matters and personnel.

Motion was made by Councilman Shaw, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Smith, and
carried unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting.
Chairman Atkinson stated that no action was taken during executive session called for
(2) legal matters and personnel.

There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Councilman Shaw,
seconded by Vice-Chairperson Smith, to adjourn the meeting at approximately:8:22 P.M.

___________________________ __________________________
John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chairman Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council






